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CALL TO ACTION:

DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS AND RULE OF LAW IN UGANDA IN THE

GALLOWS

13TH JANUARY 2021

We, the security and human rights organisations from Africa, comprising of community

based organisations (CBOs), grass-roots movements, women associations, youth

networks, social justice centers, marginalized groups and civil society organizations

(CSOs) from different parts of Africa, are disheartened, very concerned and utterly

disturbed by the outright disregard of the human rights, rule of law, democracy, justice

and freedom in Uganda orchestrated by the government and its machinery including

the police and military.
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As people of Africa, we are deeply perturbed and troubled by reports coming in from

Uganda indicating various forms of abuses across the country. There has been

curtailing of peoples’ freedoms (Free Speech, Movement, and Expression), abuse of

human rights and social justice, systemic incidences of maiming, killing of innocent

civilians, extra judicial and police/military executions all amounting to crimes against

humanity. The civic space has been obliterated by clamping down media freedoms

including the total shut-down of social media platforms which contravenes provision of

right to information which are all guaranteed under international human rights

principles.

All the fundamental prerequisites for a free, fair, transparent, accountable and verifiable

elections have been abused and/or ignored the current regime. These actions are a clear

indication of the government’s intentions to interfere with the electoral process and

ultimately deny the will of the people which should be expressed through the ballot.

All the violations happening, where a country has laws and in the full glare of the

international community including organizations such as the African Union (AU),

Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), East African Community (EAC),

United Nations, International Criminal Court (ICC), European Union, and other

regional and international organizations, which have opted to remain quiet, is not only

appalling but also shameful and embarrassing to their leaders.

In light of the foregoing, we the people Africa hereby call on the following:

1. This is a distress call to action to all the aforementioned regional, African and

international organisations to urgently intervene in the case of Uganda and arrest

the situation to restore human rights, rule of law, justice, peace and security;
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2. We demand for the immediate and unconditional release of all Uganda political

detainees arrested recently whether in Uganda, Kenya or any other country. We

reiterate that the arrests are an affront to the civic and political rights of Ugandans.

3. We call upon the Friends of Uganda, Friends of Humanity and The World at large

to take a keen interest in the ongoing Ugandan elections, be vigilant and document

the human rights violations taking place with the sole intention of bringing to book

those leaders bearing the political responsibility of the atrocities.

4. We call on the African Union, IGAD and the EAC to ensure Uganda conforms to the

principles of human rights and promote the same as enshrined in the Banjul Charter

which Uganda ratified in 1986; and

5. For the government of Kenya and other East Africa countries to offer unconditional

refuge to Ugandans fleeing their country due to the political instability.

Signed by the following organisations:

1. HAKI Africa

2. Bunge Mashinani

3. Heal Africa Trust

4. Trust Africa

5. FREEKENYAMovement

6. Peace and Security Institute of Africa

7. Kituo Cha Haki

8. Magharibi Social Justice Center

9. Sisters for Justice

10. Institute for Land Governance and Human Rights

11. Defenders Coalition

12. Feiyah Action Network

13. Association d’Actions de Paix et de Development Communautaire


